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PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE 

Referral of Tabled Paper - Motion 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [4.14 pm] - without notice:  I move -  

 That tabled paper 2380, tabled in this house on 20 March 2007, being correspondence between the 
President and the Corruption and Crime Commission, be referred to the Procedure and Privileges 
Committee for consideration and report on or before Wednesday, 4 April 2007. 

Members will recall that yesterday the President tabled correspondence relating to a request made by the 
Corruption and Crime Commission for access to documents, members and staff of the Standing Committee on 
Estimates and Financial Operations.  The issues raised by this request touched on matters of parliamentary 
privilege and it is proper that the house receive the detailed consideration of the Procedure and Privileges 
Committee.  This proposal is consistent with the manner in which the house has previously dealt with requests 
by inquiry bodies for access to material forming part of the parliamentary proceedings. 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [4.15 pm]:  The opposition 
supports the motion moved by the government.  I think it is a proper and appropriate vehicle for dealing with the 
issue that has arisen since the tabling of Hon Giz Watson’s report yesterday.  There is a temptation to respond to 
these matters publicly in a way that does not recognise the significance of the issue.  Indeed, the relationship 
between the Parliament and the CCC is one that needs to be looked at very carefully by the Procedure and 
Privileges Committee because there is potential for a breach of parliamentary privilege to occur if we are not 
very careful about how these matters are handled.  It seems to me that rather than some knee-jerk reaction today 
to the issues that have been raised, this needs detailed and very serious consideration.  The matters can receive 
that consideration by the Procedure and Privileges Committee.  It is important, however, that we ensure that any 
use of parliamentary privilege to cover up corruption or other behaviour by members of Parliament or others 
involved in anything to do with parliamentary procedures does not occur.  Therefore, it is important to get the 
right balance between what the CCC is able to access and what Parliament retains by virtue of its privilege.  It 
seems to me, having spent a lot of time today thinking about this very vexed issue, that this is the process we 
should adopt.  There is a reasonably short time frame attached to this proposal.  I think it is an appropriate 
process.  I recognise the calibre of members on the committee and I have no doubt that they will bring forward a 
report that will very adequately and effectively deal with the issues that have been raised. 
HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.17 pm]:  The Greens will certainly support this motion.  We 
also agree that this is the appropriate mechanism to deal with this matter that has been raised, partly by the 
standing committee that I chair.  I trust that the Procedure and Privileges Committee will be able to deal with this 
matter swiftly.  It raises some very significant matters relating to access to documentation.  I hope a report will 
return to the house as quickly as possible so that the matter can be dealt with swiftly, not least to restore public 
confidence in the parliamentary processes, as this matter obviously has a high level of public interest.  I think we 
would all agree that the matter can be dealt with expeditiously, and this is the best way to do it. 
Question put and passed. 
 


